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Supplementary material 
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Literature search, identification of included studies, and data extraction. 

 
Figure S1. Prisma Flow Diagram referring to the Pubmed research carried out on February 10, 2021 
of the secondary literature on cryoablation and second line radiofrequency ablation. 
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Full-text articles assessed 
for inclusion criteria 

(n =48) 

Records identified through PubMed searching* 
(n = 371) 

 
*Keywords: atrial AND fibrillation AND (radiofrequency OR cryoablation OR ablation) 

Limits: last 10 years, systematic review, meta-analysis 
 

 

Studies included in  
the analysis 

(n = 3) 

Records excluded 
(n = 323 

Full-text articles excluded 
(n = 45) 
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Figure S2. Prisma Flow Diagram referring to the Pubmed research carried out on February 
10, 2021 of the primary literature on cryoablation and second line radiofrequency ablation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Full-text articles assessed 
for inclusion criteria 

(n =4) 

Full-text articles excluded 
(n =0) 

 

Studies included in  
the analysis 

(n = 4) 

Records identified through PubMed searching* 
(n = 480) 

 
*Keywords: atrial AND fibrillation AND (radiofrequency OR cryoablation OR ablation); 

Limits: last 10 years, randomised controlled trials. 
 

 
Records verified as first-line studies  

(n = 6) 
Records excluded 

(n = 2) 
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